


County Organizational Chart

Citizens of 
St. Mary’s 

County

Commissioners of 
St. Mary’s County

County 
Administrator

Aging & Human Services

County Attorney

Economic 
Development

Emergency Services

Finance

Human Resources

Information Technology

Land Use &

Growth Management

Public Information Office

Public Works & Transportation

Recreation & Parks



About the Department of 
Economic Development

• Works on behalf of all citizens and business 
to secure a sound resilient economy in St. 
Mary’s County. 

• Can provide: 
➢ site selection assistance
➢ development ombudsmen services 
➢ data research and analytics 
➢ business consultations
➢ connections to resource providers
➢ financing resources and tax incentives

• Website: yesstmarysmd.com

• Instagram: StMarysTakeFlight

• Facebook & Linkedin
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Economic Indicators

• Population: 114,468

• Median Age: 36.7

• Median Household 
Income:

SMC $95,864

MD $87,063

US $70,784

SMC 36.5

MD 38.3

US 38.5

Data Source: United States Census



Economic Indicators

• GDP: $8.1 billion

• Total Civilian Labor Force: 57,912

• Labor Force Participation Rate 2022:

• Unemployment Rate August 2022:

SMC 64.8%

MD 66.1%

US 62.4%

SMC 4.4%

MD 4.3%

US 3.7%

Data Source: United States Census, Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



A High-Tech 
Workforce

• 1st highest number of tech 
workers in the Country (24/7 
Wall Street)

• 4th best place in the country for 
tech jobs (Nerdwallet)

• More aerospace engineers per 
capita than anywhere else in the 
country (Bureau of Labor 
Statistics)

• 3.5% above the national average 
for STEM Employment (Forbes)



The Big Picture

• Comprehensive Economic 
Development Strategic Plan 
Update 

• Sustainable Communities 

• AeroPark Innovation District

• Development review process.

• Attract and retain Young 
Professionals

• Business retention and 
expansion—incentives, 
development support 
promotion



The Big Picture

• Land Preservation—NAS 
PAX and Quality of Life

• Local agriculture support 
• Enhance tourism
• Promote “Take Flight”—

raise awareness of SMC
• Showcase DED efforts via 

promotion and 
communication



A Strategic Plan for 
an Innovation-
Driven Economy

• 4-Pronged Approach:

• Grow emerging and heritage industries 

• Attract and retain a young, talented, and diverse workforce

• Create a nurturing environment for innovation and 
entrepreneurship

• Support and advance the mission of Naval Air Station (NAS) 
Patuxent River and its tenant commands



Targeted Growth Industries
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and 
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Naval Air 
Station (NAS) 
Patuxent River
Economic Impact:

• Supports over 61,132 jobs to the 
Maryland State Economy

• Impacts $8.7 billion in output to 
the Maryland State Economy

• Supports $3.6 billion in wages on 
an annual basis to the Maryland 
State Economy

Source: Economic Impact Analysis of Maryland's Military Installations



Support and 
advance 
mission of NAS 
PAX River
• Support workforce efforts
• Continue to prioritize land

preservation efforts
• Commercialization opportunities

through TechPort
• Collaborate with NAVAIR to assess

and address skill demands
• Coordinate and strategize with base

officials about infrastructure needs
and shared services



Create A Nurturing 
Environment For 
Innovation And 
Entrepreneurship 

• Economic Assets
Firms, Institutions, and Organizations

• Physical Assets
Buildings, Open Spaces, Streets, and 
Infrastructure

• Networking Assets
Relationships, Opportunities, and 
Activities







MATRIX LAB
Maryland Autonomous Technologies
Research Innovation & Exploration



Sustainable 
Communities

• Streetscape 
Improvements

• Parks Related 
Improvements

• Event 
Creation/Promotion 



Agriculture,  
Seafood, and 
Forestry 
Overview

• Provide opportunities for 
agriculture community to 
continue to thrive.

• Manage County farmers markets.

• Lead land preservation efforts.

• Heritage Industries





29133 Thompson Corner Road, 
Charlotte Hall, Maryland

Seasonal Market Building open 
Monday – Saturday from 9 am 
until 4 pm

Value Added Building will host 
a special Holiday Market on 
Saturdays only from 9 am until 
4 pm during  November and 
December.  



Land 
Preservation 
Efforts
29,430 acres preserved in St. Mary’s

Maryland Agriculture Land 
Preservation Foundation (MALPF)

Rural Legacy (Mattapany & 
Hunterville Area)

Transferrable Development Rights 
(TDRS)





Current DED Projects
Workforce Attraction/Retention

– Quality of life focus
– ACT Work Ready Communities 
– Tech Resource Book
– Navy Alliance Workforce 

Committee
– Partnership with St. Mary’s Young 

Professionals
– Recruitment Packets
– Development/Permit process 

navigation

Innovation/Entrepreneurship
– AeroPark Innovation District
– Airport Terminal Renovation
– TechPort 
– Southern Maryland Innovates
– Regional Innovation Collaborative
– Start A Business/Business licensing 

easing
– California Farmers Market, Home 

Grown Farm Market, The Barns at 
New Market oversight and support



Current DED Projects
Business Resource Initiatives

– YesStMarysMD.com Website 
– Sustainable Communities
– Ag and Tourism zoning use 

updating
– New and Expanding Business 

(NEXB) Tax Credit
– Property Tax Challenge
– Attract businesses into County
– Support business expansion in 

County
– Regional Agriculture Center
– The Barns at New Market
– Development Facilitation

NAS Pax Support
– Defense Community 

Infrastructure Program (DCIP)
– Land Preservation - MALPF and 

RLA programs
– Southern Maryland Navy Alliance 

Participation and Support
– The Patuxent Partnership
– TechPort / Tech Bridges
– Bi-Annual Joint Meetings (Base 

Commander/CSMC)



Publications 
and Materials





Partnerships



Economic 
Development 
Commission

The purpose of the Economic Development
Commission (EDC) is to provide the
Commissioners of St. Mary’s County with advice
and assistance concerning the development and
implementation of a comprehensive economic
development strategy to guide the
diversification of the County’s future economy.
Currently updating the Comprehensive
Economic Development Strategy (CEDS).



EDC Members

Elizabeth Torgerson, Chair
ectorgerson582@gmail.com

Christine Bergmark
cbergmark@smccahmber.com

Dale Moore
daleemorre@gmail.com

Tristan Marino
tristanjamesmarino@gmail.com

Trisha R. Post
trisha.post@gowrc.com

Richard Tarr
richard.p.tarr2.civ@us.navy.mil

Lisa Colavito, Vice Chair
lcreason@csmd.edu

Theresa Mitchell
98theresa@gmail.com

Brooke Turner
Brooketurner03@gmail.com

Gerald Meyerman
gmeyerman@gmail.com

Barbara Ives
barbaraives3@gmail.com

Curtis Brown
Curtisbrown770@gmail.com
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Agriculture, Seafood 
and Forestry Board

• The purpose of the 
Agriculture, Seafood and 
Forestry Board is to identify 
and implement activities 
aimed at preserving 
agriculture and seafood 
harvesting as prosperous 
components of the County’s 
economy.  The Board works 
diligently to promote the 
agriculture, aquaculture, 
seafood and forestry 
industries.  



Agriculture, Seafood and 
Forestry Board Members

Stephen T. Reeves, Chair
streeves.cpa@md.metrocast.net

Bonnie Browne
bonniej.williams@yahoo.com

Phil Dorsey
phild@dorseylaw.net

Ben Beale, University of 
Maryland Extension
bbeale@umd.edu

Phil Langley
captphillangley@gmail.com

Scott Bacon
scott.bacon@smeco.coop

Joseph Wood, Vice Chair
woodm@md.metrocast.net

Charles Mattingly
charlie@somdrelief.com

Bruce Young, St. Mary’s County 
Soil Conservation District
bruce.young@stmarysscd.com

Michael Sirk
cinjacks@verizon.net

Alan Polk
alanpolk09@gmail.com

James Norris, Jr.
oldgoatnorris@md.metrocast.net

Kaitlin M. Fraer
chefkaitm@gmail.com

Donna Sasscer, St. Mary’s 
Department of Economic 
Development
Donna.sasscer@stmaryscounty
md.gov
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The DED Team
Chris Kaselemis, AICP
Director 
301-475-4200 ext. 71405  
chris.kaselemis@stmaryscountymd.gov

VACANT
Senior Administrative Coordinator
301-475-4200 ext. 71400

Donna Sasscer
Agriculture and Seafood Division Manager
240-309-4021 
donna.sasscer@stmaryscountymd.gov

Lee Greely
Economic Development Specialist
301-475-4200 ext. 71401
Lee.greely@stmaryscountymd.gov

Lisa Ledman
Agriculture Administrative Coordinator
240-309-4021
Lisa.ledman@stmaryscountymd.gov

Sue Veith, AICP
Urban & Environmental Planner
301-475-4200 ext. 71547 
sue.veith@stmaryscountymd.gov

Katherine Stormont
Economic Development Specialist
301-475-4200 ext. 71406 
katherine.stormont@stmaryscountymd.gov

Kellie Hinkle
Deputy Director
301-475-4200 ext. 71407 
kellie.hinkle@stmaryscountymd.gov

Casey Guidry
Development Facilitator
301-475-4200 ext. 71405
Casey.guidry@stmaryscountymd.gov
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